
  
 

  

Remembering the Declaration of Independence 
 

 

  

 

 

Dear Catoctin Residents, 
 
A happy early Fourth of July to you! In less than a week, we will celebrate the 245th 
anniversary of the founding of our country. It will also be a time to reflect on our 
Declaration of Independence, which sets out core principles that have profoundly shaped 
our government and our American identity. 
 

¶ On June 11, 1776, the Second Continental Congress collected Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. 
Livingston, and gave them their highest-stakes writing assignment yet: Draft 
a statement explaining the colonies' decision to separate from Great Britain. 

 
¶ Jefferson wrote the initial draft of the Declaration, which was carefully 

revised by Adams and Franklin, and then went through more edits-by-
committee from the Congress. The final version was formally adopted by 
the Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, although the signing 
ceremony was not held until August. 

 
¶ The Declaration of Independence's first public reading in Virginia took place 

here in Loudoun County. It was read aloud by Sheriff Philip Noland on the 
steps of the first Leesburg courthouse on August 12, 1776. 

 
The Declaration of Independence was and is a remarkable document. In brief but powerful 
language, it explains the purpose for which our new nation and government were founded: 
ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
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endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That, whenever 
any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness.ò  
 
Those are words worth remembering and reflecting on. 
 
Please keep sending us your thoughts. We will be posting regular updates for the Catoctin 
District on my Facebook page, and will be adding more information and resources to my 
webpage. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Caleb Kershner 

 

 

 

 

  

4th of July Celebrations in Loudoun County 
 

 

 

Leesburg, Purcellville, Franklin Park, Ashburn Village, 
Bluemont Vineyard, South Riding, Visit Loudoun has a 

great list of activities for this weekend! 
 

Check it out! 
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Visit Loudoun's List of 4th of July Celebrations  

  

 

  

  

My Proposed Resolution to Recognize July 4 as 
the 245th Year of America's Independence 

Join Me in the Board Room on Tuesday, July 6th 
 

  

Image Credit: Image of William Stones's 1823 facsimile of the Declaration of Independence / Public domain  
 

For the Board's next business meeting on July 6, I have proposed a resolution that would 
recognize July 4th as the 245th anniversary of America's independence. As I mentioned in 
my introduction, July 4 is the day when the Second Continental Congress formally 
adopted the Declaration of Independence. The ideas in that remarkable document are part 
of our national heritage, and have played a key role in our history. 
 
This resolution will appear before the Board on July 6. Please consider this an open 
invitation to join us for that business meeting - we would love to have you there. 
This would also be a fine opportunity to break out your best patriotic attire and to 
bring along your American flags to the meeting.  
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Hillsboro's Independence Day Celebration! 
 
Congratulations to Mayor Vance, Vice Mayor Amy Marasco, and the Town Council for 
putting on an amazing Independence Day Celebration last Sunday. I was honored to read 
a part of the Declaration of Independence and Whitney and I thoroughly enjoyed all the 
festivities!  
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PHOTO GALLERY: Hillsboro's Independence Day - Loudoun Now 
 
Independence Day celebrations start early in Loudoun, with Hillsboro putting on a 
concert and fireworks show the last weekend in June. The first major Fourth of July 
celebration without COVID-19 pandemic restrictions brought out one of the... 
 
Read more 
loudounnow.com 
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If I tried to put all the interesting news from the Catoctin District into one monthly email, 
you'd be scrolling the rest of the month before you hit the bottom. 
 
Which is why I also have a Facebook page. 
 
So stay tuned to these newsletters for the big-picture news from the Catoctin District. But 
for the other day-to-day stories and updates, including that tractor trailer accident on 
Route 9 near Sagle Road, drop by my Facebook page and give it a like. 

 

 

  

Go to Facebook  

  

 

 

  

Current Events 
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Image Credit: Photo from Route 15 project page, Loudoun.gov  
 

Progress & Activity on Route 15 North 
 

At this writing, we have three different phases of Route 15 project improvements 
underway simultaneously, Route 15 North ï Battlefield Road to Montresor Road, Route 15 
North -- Montresor Road to Maryland State Line, and the Spinks Ferry Roundabout 
design. I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on all the activity occurring on the 
Route 15 North Corridor. 
 

What's Happening Right Now 

 
Currently, three different phases of the project are simultaneously underway  

 
¶ Route 15 Improvements from Battlefield Parkway to Montresor 

Road 
¶ Route 15 Improvements from Montresor Road to Maryland State 

Line 
¶ Spinks Ferry Roundabout Design 

 
 

Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road 
This phase involves widening Route 15 from two to four lanes between Battlefield 
Parkway and Montresor Road. It will include a slew of road design, land acquisition, and 
construction tasks, all while following the Journey Through Hallowed Ground guidelines 
wherever possible. 
 
Here are the main elements for this phase: 

¶ A signalized Continuous Green "T" (CGT) intersection at North King Street 
to allow through traffic to continue north on Route 15 without stopping, 

¶ An updated signalized intersection at Whites Ferry Road, 
¶ A two-lane hybrid roundabout at Montresor Road, 
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¶ A realigned section of Limestone School Road to connect with the 
Montresor Road roundabout, 

¶ A shared use path on the west side of Route 15 from Tuscarora High 
School to Montresor Road, and  

¶ A shared use path along the entire length of Whites Ferry Road.(this portion 
of the project will be addressed in a separate trail initiative)  

 
 

Spinks Ferry Road Roundabout 
This phase consists of the design, right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation and 
construction of a roundabout on Route 15 at Spinks Ferry Road and a realigned 
Newvalley Church Road. At the December 17, 2019 Board of Supervisorôs (Board) 
meeting, the Board allocated money to accelerate a portion of the Capital Improvement 
Project (CIP) to advance the design for this phase.  
 
 

Montresor Road to Maryland State Line 
Right now, Loudoun County is pursuing a Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPAM) to 
amend the Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP) to reflect the improvements to Route 15 
outlined in Concept B, which was unanimously approved by the previous Board on July 
18, 2019.  
 

¶ What Concept B Proposes: Concept B proposes the following 
improvements, with asterisks (*) denoting those that require a CPAM (and 
you can find more details and maps here):  

 
1. Four-lane roadway with median/turn lanes and shoulders between 

Montresor Road and the vicinity of Spinks Ferry Road where Route 15 will 
be realigned to bypass the Village of Lucketts*;  

2. Safety improvements north of the Village of Lucketts with a two-lane 
median-divided roadway with turn lanes and shoulders between the 
northern bypass and St. Clair Lane, and shoulder improvements made to 
the existing two-lane roadway north of St. Clair Lane to the Potomac River*;  

3. Traffic calming within the Village of Lucketts;  
4. Bypass of the Village of Lucketts*; (East or West ï no location has been 

determined)  
5. Roundabouts at Montresor Road, Newvalley Church Road, and the 

intersection of Stumptown Road with the Lucketts bypass;  
6. Realigning the intersection of Route 15 with Newvalley Church Road at a 

planned roundabout at Spinks Ferry Road, and realigning intersection of 
Route 15 with Limestone School Road at a planned roundabout at 
Montresor Road*;  

7. Traffic signal at Lovettsville Road; and  
8. Bike, pedestrian, and transit service opportunities.  

 
 

Milestones Reached So Far 

 
Here are the key achievements and events for the Route 15 North  
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improvement project, from newest to oldest: 
 

¶ September 23, 2021 ï Spinks Ferry Roundabout: Loudoun County will 
hold a public information meeting at 6:00 pm on September 23, 2021. (More 
details to come.) SAVE THE DATE!  

 
¶ June 23, 2021 ï Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road: The 60% 

design plans for this stretch of road were submitted to the Loudoun County 
Department of Building & Development and to VDOT for their review.  

 
¶ June 23, 2021 ï Montresor Road to Maryland State Line: Staff held a 

virtual public input meeting to receive input from the public on the Route 15 
from Montresor Road (Route 661) to the Maryland state line 
Comprehensive Plan amendment (CPAM).  

 
¶ March 16, 2021 ï Montresor Road to Maryland State Line: The motion to 

initiate the Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPAM 2021-0002). This 
initiative was approved by the Board by a vote of 8-1.  

 
¶ February 2, 2021 ï Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road: By a 

unanimous vote, the Board of Supervisors endorsed the proposed location 
and major design elements of the Route 15 ï Battlefield Parkway to 
Montresor Road widening project as outlined in the February 2, 2021, Board 
of Supervisors Action Item, and directed staff to proceed with the 
completion of the final design and construction documents. You can review 
the staff presentation here. In addition, you can see the design concepts in 
the action item linked above, as well as the public comments received from 
the October 29, 2020 Public Input Meeting.  

 
¶ November 5, 2020 ï Spinks Ferry Roundabout: HNTB was awarded the 

contract for design consultant services, and the design work is underway. 
The design consultant started performing traffic analyses and developing a 
conceptual layout for the roundabout and relocated Newvalley Church 
Road. The estimated completion for this project is FY 2026.  

 
¶ October 29, 2020 ï Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road: Loudoun 

County held a virtual public information meeting on October 29, 2020. 
Members of the public asked questions and provided comments to the 
project team. The team also posted key project documents to the website, 
including the 30% Design Plan from Battlefield Parkway to Whites Ferry 
(Phase 1), the 30% Design Plan from Whites Ferry to Montresor Road 
(including Realignment of Limestone School Road and Montresor 
Roundabout (Phase 2), and the collected Comments and Responses from 
the October 29 Public Input Meeting. 

 
 

Steps Taken to Expedite Route 15 North Improvements 
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Widening the north stretch of Route 15 is a major undertaking. So at every opportunity, 
Iôve encouraged staff to look for ways to streamline the process and to cut out avoidable 

delays. They have responded with the following creative and thoughtful solutions. 
 
To speed up the entire project, Loudoun County has taken the following steps: 

¶ All federal funding was removed from the project in order to avoid additional 
regulatory burdens. Project funding now only includes state and local 
sources.  

 
¶ The project is using task order consultants instead of procuring one prime 

consultant. That move saved us 9 to 12 months on the procurement 
process. 

 

¶ We split the project into phases, so that Phase II right-of-way challenges 
(roundabout at Montresor Road) wouldnôt hold up Phase I (improvements at 
Whiteôs Ferry). 

 
¶ Discussions with property owners have occurred early in the design 

process, which will save time in the right-of-way discussions. 
 
Theyôve also focused on nailing down elements of the project that could have delayed 
construction: 

¶ Locked down the roadway alignment and major design elements as quickly 
as possible. 

 
¶ Quickly agreed on how to deal with Little Springs access. 

 
¶ Prepared separate plan packages for bike and pedestrian trails 

additions/supplements that are not adjacent to Route 15. 
 

¶ Secured the Boardôs design endorsement at the January 19, 2021 Board 
business meeting. 

 
¶ Proceeded directly to the 60% plan submission to Loudoun County Building 

and Development and VDOT. 
 
To expedite right-of-way acquisition, staff tackled several key tasks as soon as the design 
was confirmed: 

¶ Initial right-of-way research was conducted early on in the process. 
 

¶ Established a process to acquire right-of-way from Morven Park, other 
HOAs. 

 
¶ Determined contacts for properties owned by out of state entities. 

 
Finally, to expedite the utility coordination work, staff has begun work on designations and 
on contacting the utilities while the 60% plans are still in development. Theyôve also 
included utility coordination as a part of their regular design coordination meetings. 
 
 



STAY UPDATED 

CHECK THE PROJECT WEBSITES BELOW 
 

Route 15 North - Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road 
Project Website  

  

 

Route 15 North - (CPAM) Montresor Road to the 
Maryland State Line Project Website 

  

 

Route 15 North - Spinks Ferry Road Roundabout 
Project Website  

  

 

  

  

Share Your Thoughts About Montresor Road to 
Maryland State Line (CPAM 2021-0002) 

 

  

Image Credit: Screenshot from presentation at the June 23 public input meeting / Loudoun County DTCI  
 

On June 23, Loudoun County Transportation and Capital Infrastructure (DTCI) held a 
virtual public input meeting about the Montresor Road to Maryland State Line phase of the 
Route 15 project. They presented the details of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment that 
Loudoun is pursuing, and invited members of the public to share their thoughts on it. 
 
Here are links to the video recording and key presentation documents from that meeting: 

¶ Video of the Meeting 
¶ DTCI's PowerPoint Presentation 
¶ Route 15 Congestion Report  
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You can find additional documents and resources on the meeting's website. 
 

YOUR INPUT NEEDED! 

 
DTCI would love to get your thoughts on this CPAM and/or about this particular segment 
of Route 15. They are collecting public comments now through July 23. If you'd like to give 
your feedback, you can: 
 

¶ Fill out the Online Comment Form for CPAM 2021-0002  
¶ Take the Lucketts Potential Bypass Survey (a bypass east or west of 

Lucketts is one of the potential items for this CPAM) 
¶ Email DTCI directly at dtci@loudoun.gov  

 

  

  

RESTORING WHITE'S FERRY SERVICE 
 

 

 

In April of this year Loudoun County and Montgomery County agreed to study options for 
resuming White's Ferry service between the two counties. Loudoun County and 
Montgomery County began reviewing information and researching the alternatives in 
spring 2021. A study report providing on the long-term feasibility and reliability of the 
Potomac River ferry service recommendations is expected in summer/fall 2021.  
 
The joint study is evaluating White's Ferry's past and potential operations, as well as 
possible land acquisition scenarios to support reestablishing a connection on the Virginia 
side. The study will evaluate short- and long-term possibilities for resuming ferry service 
and will include consideration of economic development opportunities and operating 
scenarios to maximize public access and benefits from the connection. 
 
The joint study will be led by MCDOT and the Loudoun County Department of 
Transportation and Capital Infrastructure. The studyôs scope will include: 

¶ Roadway access and ferry use along with any other pertinent transportation 
issues. 

¶ Identifying legal and regulatory requirements associated with ferry 
operations. 

¶ Landing site improvements and landing location options. 
¶ Operating alternatives that may include a public/private partnership. 
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For additional background and project updates please check the White's Ferry Project 
Website below. 

 

White's Ferry Project Website  

  

 

  

  

Planning Commission Reports Out  

AT&T Monopole Application 

 
 
The Planning Commission voted 6-3 to oppose the application for a 125ft tower on Short 
Hill at their June 22 public hearing. This item has not yet been scheduled for a Board of 
Supervisors meeting. 
 

For additional information on the project please find the following resources: 
 
Planning Commission Staff Report. 
 
Loudoun Online Land Application (LOLA) Website: Click on "searchable list" and put in 
application number CMPT-2020-0005  
 
AT&T Facts About Short Hill 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKXv3gffZUESjFB-dd64kZHuear8AQ-Xpmz3tXWKudOYl5KZ4ujqygnjD63V6t_aUbtttAuRC3FHn2hnOjdq1mb8Wl9r-OTiJGdPIEqnnBVrBGcv67VqL4lDrH-uiB9G8b3HsnEBvjQHs4bfM6w9nZWZT_DS-M1Lrv&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw7gJatqg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKVwOVPdnVj-PkIlxDj4IiLKDO20wDzQqchTXmFDVPtjMVkxry1sHNScTGikG3cXd8reIC9KRmtHzCQr2-CD6mi17LJqY4EwhiCAA6JFEEi9v7jto0l0fSi0iAqcgZXs8rYvW3CUeGtzWGbcW_iTWgdpm7jrgsSfy6zfVyjy3OR2Aj4K7NNNP5c0fvbPI-aSKc8bhHJuQizDE0FqG6aoGRvw==&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw3tRaGtx$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKnS75z-gex8rQbRbYwWQbqI-zIUyph4ATi7YnserTWd-uT_mk20dTRbI3MTPOQ4zBe2SRgUB9eJip5UJNnSvTHLPVRMe-hFZh&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkwwl3eam-$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKfZ7a8Hw33dYCYQY2agHgXTfaU-DNhfiSkZjRPmJKqNDW3Gqc2EAzqudvD17sz4FUSQxD1MGppTLSvfp9mqeAnr4V9v4eUt1gQlPvqaRfsXHoKvupQYnaRw==&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw480jjSP$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKfjeBeP3_mGPdrC2S1JRB7Bbjd1KSX6lQMTuY-6fI_WQUkCGE0JyZGxKWwHh8fOkuLNIU-A1RAY-hQQWGachKAsygEqk1zbxyjs9fqfQK_lnz3O_sE2Txy5oY06jM3_QlWNN3AG7yk0cyqIHfA0yfMRjgeATmAvqAEE464_VSB3s=&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw5QSDyX-$


AT&T Promises Better Service with Short Hill Tower -... 
 
Representatives for telecom giant AT&T promised better cell service in 
northwestern Loudoun if the company is allowed to build a 125-foot tower on top of 
Short Hill Mountain. With that, the company's representatives say, will come cell 
network... 
 
Read more 
loudounnow.com 
 

 

 

  

 

Lingering Local Distrust Fells AT&T's Short Hill Cell... 
 
Distrust and opposition from people living around Short Hill Mountain has thrown up 
a stumbling block to AT&T's plans for a cell tower on top of the mountain, with the 
Planning Commission voting down the telecom giant's application June 22. The... 
 
Read more 
loudounnow.com 
 

 

 

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKfjeBeP3_mGPdrC2S1JRB7Bbjd1KSX6lQMTuY-6fI_WQUkCGE0JyZGxKWwHh8fOkuLNIU-A1RAY-hQQWGachKAsygEqk1zbxyjs9fqfQK_lnz3O_sE2Txy5oY06jM3_QlWNN3AG7yk0cyqIHfA0yfMRjgeATmAvqAEE464_VSB3s=&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw5QSDyX-$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKDUlXJZye0IdALXgcukO1twruy40c3Uz6-gCPvMksWu8RRl73BsmJqXIq-Q_Cwq-VF9hhlKWsZUwieYYUHEXZ8a3tAV3A5BDEJUcW8d7dMiI-YNKlktFoAauFrfJxVCQBjl_y0c45e7FutOrMiMtuw0c3iAgh7aHeM7CV-Tm7DBZhmdkwgkUhjs05aBKWGoN_&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw0Ec1qfG$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ah7keEF2YhNeoB84wwW7EsiQzhz7Jh6MTBHVjF9YFX1L4dt-JnuRbKiWTws97ZVKDUlXJZye0IdALXgcukO1twruy40c3Uz6-gCPvMksWu8RRl73BsmJqXIq-Q_Cwq-VF9hhlKWsZUwieYYUHEXZ8a3tAV3A5BDEJUcW8d7dMiI-YNKlktFoAauFrfJxVCQBjl_y0c45e7FutOrMiMtuw0c3iAgh7aHeM7CV-Tm7DBZhmdkwgkUhjs05aBKWGoN_&c=M4T6J7ufQgQQwmKjsT2JiFdQJb8C_kxQPdOH_a8_IvbzPx9bDYZghQ==&ch=Yzo5P4g47w_1jKwTKYlJD8bSPApuu0raUwIFwbtaIoDLnhD1CHBynw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!gY92lwXyvb5a2FCxay6amkXDCZCxKobOaGOXyK93qhtCHzzqkzDrpukXoduZRvMkw0Ec1qfG$

